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ThePAaEttracetotheBeader.. 
F 1 Co EIS PETS 27 
SAFER we Propoſitions and lawfull Praftices ſhould not 
gr, (much leſſe untruc and nulawfull )be fathtred on God © 
Wt 07 meiſenterpretarion of his Word. Every falſe Expc- 
[LE ſition of Scriptare is a belying of Bod, comnterfeiring 
of the King of kings hand, and an «daition to his Word. The Way 
of Independence, pretending to be the Fay of God, the Scriptu- 
rall Way, theonely Way { as the moft rigid Separation, Anz 
baptifm, F amiliſm, alſo doth } produceth (wndry Texts in Prea- 
cbing, Writing and C onference, ( 1 conceal perſons , rimes and 
places, for reſerved Reaſons ) "rv vir xe(ſe. the right of #en Claim ;; 
which, for the moſt part, ſhe alſo in Print produceth,upon the ſame 
or like vccafion, tm Anſw,to 324. Apol, for Church-covenant. 
Anſw.tog Pol. T.W.toW.R. MFT. & 2M. to MH. 
I, as the Lord hath cnall dl. mme, bazic vorferred With and examined 
ſome ſþectall Witneſſes ;they an(wer (if 1 nuderſtand them aright ) 
that they tan Witueſſe no ſuch thing as they ave produced far. 1f 
this be acknowledged , Ihave my full end : If any Will reexamine 
thems , I beſeech him not to put them on the Wrack (a) nor to med- 
ale with by-ſtanders or by-matters, but to minde the thing in 
hand.” If .be ſoew that thewr Teſtimonies arc fit and full for the 
purpoſe, he doeth ſomething : if not ( Whatſoever elſe he do) he 

deeth nothing. T publiſh not all their Depoſition , not all that ts 
mmateriml! ;.but fo much as 1 cquceeve.at preſent ſufficient. 1f any 
of the Brethren ( among Whom 1. Cotton 5s deſervedly the 
chief ) ſeemin my apprehenſion to rome neerer the Truth then 
others, / willongly take natice of it, both to honour their Ingenuity, 
wid to help Accommodation ( if it may.be ) between us aud them. 
What ftrength i in this Writing , I confeſſe it ts borrowed ;- the 
Weakzeſſe of it 1s mine own, for Which T harve ovely this Excuſe , 
That 1 am not Willmgly Witfull , but fill be ready, as God ſpall 

aj/iFt, to give or receive further Sattsfattion. A 
n 
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fe, | 


An Examination of ſundry Scri- 
ptures alleadged by our Brethren in 


Defence of ſome Particulars 
| of their Church-way, 


in Anſwer to 


7, from man , as appears by the Do&rine and 32-4-P 35- 


IS, 3 Praftice of the Apaitles , Aﬀts 4. 19. .and 
a F. 29. 


The Apdſiles never taught or praftiſed to gather or ſeparate 
ſome Chriſtians from others , one part of this true Church, 
and another part of that (eſpecially perſons ' which them- 
ſelves converted not ) to make a purer Church , neither with 
nor without the Magiſtrates Authority. The Apoſtles (being þ ) Thi 
not of men, not by man, but by feſus Chrift,Gal.1.1.) (6) did (5) he Gear 
preach not onely without , but againſt the peremptory Com- Aofites or 
mand and Laws of the Magiſtrate, As 4.17,18,21,& 5.28, Apoſtolike 
But you profefle not ſuch a Latitude 0 oppoſition againſt Ma Pen. Anſw. 10 
giftracie ; nor do you hold (I ſuppoſe) that our godly. non- ans f ” 7 
conformable Brethren, ſuſpended by the Biſhops,or New-Eng- 9. 6, * * 
Land-Miniſters, depoſed by their Churches (to fay nothing of | 
Miniſters deprived by the Parliament for Malignancie ) are 
bound, by the Apoſtles example, to execute their Miniſtery in 
the Churches, notwithſtanding ſuch Suſpenſion or Depoſiti- 
on 3 or that Maſter ard, depoled by the Churchat Roterdam, 
was bound to execute his Maniſtery there, .before his Reftaura- 

| B tions 


' Anſwer, © 


2 An Examination of ſundry Scriptures 


tion, Had you ſuch an immediate Commiſſion, ſealed from 
heaven, and ſuch infallible dire&ion of the holy Ghoſt, as the 
Apoſtles had, you might more boldly imitate them therein ; 
eſpecially if the caſe of living under a Chriſtian Magiſtrate, in- 
tending, endeavouring, and conſulting with Divines, about 
the Reformation of the Church ; and of living under a hea- 
then Magiſtrate, and profeſſed publike enemy of the Church, 
were not much different. Would our Brethren in N:w- Eng» 
Iandallow a Presbyterian Church, or but a New-Independant 
Church, to be erefted in New- Eng/ard , againſt the will and 
(a) T.W. to minde of the Magiſtrates and Churches there {«.) ? Our Bre- 
W.£. P-31- thren at Londen (I hear) do hold it (atleaſt ) unreaſonavle, 
to gather Churches now ; how their opinion and yours are 
' reconcileable , I ſee not, It may be the Browniſts , Anaba- 
ptiſts, Antinomians, Familiſts, and other grofſe Heretikes and 
Schiſmatikes, in old or new-E»g/ana, do alſo pretend the Do» 
Arine and Prafticeof the Apoſtles for the fetting up of theix 
Churches ; yet our godly and conſcientious Divines do there- 
in oppoſe them, 


T.W. FR. 2, Seven, eight, or nine may make a Church, .1n Adams and 

Prneles 16. Q Noahs time there Was not above ſeven or eight ; Will you deny 

P.43- alleadg- them the being of a Church ? What Will you make of Chri#t, 

eth the ſame. and of his family , which Were not above twelve, beſides hin 

things. ' felf: andof the firft Foundationals of the Charch of Ephe- 
ſus, which Were about twelve ? The number , in the firſt be- 
ginning, of the greare# Church , Was ſmall cnongh in compari- 
fon, ARS 1. 15. 


The caſe of Adam and Noah was extraordinary ; there 
were no more in the world, and therefore could be no more 
in the Church. Adamand his wife, and firſt ſons, yea Adam 
himſelf was the Church, if then there was any : yet you. hold 
not that two or three, yea one, may make a Church. Cai 
lawfolly married hisown ſiſter , May other men now do the 
like & Twelve are more then ſeven or eight , and an hundred 
and twenty a competent number ; yet it appears not that they 
were called or cqunted a Church , till they were more __— 


alleadged by our diſſenting Brethren, 3 


ſed. If there were no more Believers in Epheſ3« then twelve 

(as there was , iz. Agqnila and Priſcilla, which knew more 

then Fohns Baptiſm , As 18. 26. cam 24. 25. if not others ) 

yet there were more in Fer»/alem then one hundred and twen- 

ty , even five hundred Brethren at once (©). Adam and Noah, (c)) 1 Cox; 
with their Families, if they were Churches, they were but 15: 6. 
Domeſticall Churches, nor Congregationall. What will you 

make of Chriſt and his Diſcipies? a Church diſtin from the 

Jewiſh ? You know Chriſt did not wake a new Church, or gather | 
rreninto it;but lived ana died a member of thifewiſh Church (d). (Cd) Anſw. to 
Had they been called a Church, as ſome houſholds are in the 3**Þ P24 
New Teſtame1it, (e) you had ſome more pretexts ; and yet (e ) Phile. 2. 
they had been but a Domieſticall Church, many whereof may witneſſe T. W, 
be within a Congregationall , and eſpecially within a Nation- *9 + &. 

all Church. It is an Argument you will not own : Seven, 

eight, twelve, may make a domeſticall Church, ergo, they may 

make a congregat'onall, If ſeven or eight may make a Church, 

then two hundred perſons in a city may well make twenty 

diſtin Churches, and, by conſequence, ſo many Independent 

Judicatures. 


3, A wijible Charchin the NeW Teſtament conſi5ts of no more The like you * 
in number then may meet in one place, in one Congregation, have, Anlw. to 


I Cor, Ii, 20, & 4.23, $2 PS 


If you ſeek for Congregations meeting for Praycr , hearing A/wver. 
the Word, Sacraments, in one place, or that they were called x 
by the name of Church , or that all Bclievers in ſome cities 
and countreys, when they might, did meet in one place, I will 
net contend : many ſuch Churches or Congregations we have 
in England ; and the Believers in every Chriſtian Church, 
even 1n the Church of England, and in the Jewiſh Church al- 
ſo, might and did, at firſt, meet in one place. To ſay nothing 
that all the people of the Jews (being about fix hundred thou- 
ſand) are called one Congregation, and are frequently in the | 
old Teſtament faid to come together ; and that * Myriads did * One Myriad 
come together, As 21. 22, How will you make out this is tenthou- 


Inference ? The Church, of Corinth did meet in one place, and. 
| | ÞB 2 and 


= _ oy er - 


An Examination of ſundry Scriptures 
and ſo. did Antioch, Jern/alew' ; therefore. no Church'in the 
New Teſtament muſt conſiſt- of more then. can meet in one 
place. To ſay there wasa Church in. Adams houſe, andin 
Noahs., and alfo in Philemons, Aquila's and Priſcilla's houſes, 
therefore the Chnrch iff the Old and New Teſtament mult ve 
Doinefticall, is an inconſequent 1llation ,. contrary to plain 
Scripture, Isnot-the Argament as good. if it runthus 2? All 
the believing Corinthians. were of the Church of Corinth, 
I: Cer. 1.1. cam 2Cor, 6, 11 The Swyrneans and Laoaiceans, 
of the Church of- Smyrna and Laodicea , Coloff, 2.1. & 4.16, 
Revet.2.8. & 3.14. whether they were more or fever (hence 
inevery City, angevery Church, ſeem to expound one another, 
Atts 14 21,23. cum Tit.l.5. As 16.4,5. ) Andit cannot be 
{hewed that any Church, how numerous ſoever it grew, was 
divided into two or more Churches, or that there were more 


- Ghurches; , then one in any:;citie or town ; therefore the Bclie- 


yers 10 any onecitic or town may be but one Church, whee 
ther they can meet in one place or no, Pax! writes not onely 
tou them which might and did mect in one place, but to a/ 
that in every place ( not thorowont the world , as appears, 


' 23 Cor. 1.1. written to the ſame perſons, 1 Cor. 5. 1,2, cuns 


if) Coiton. 
Kyes, Pr46-. 
ſg). R.M. 
and W.T. Q- 
C, He p32» 


2. Cor. 2; 1; 2. neither is this a Catholike Epiſtle ) but i a4 
Achaia, call pon the Name of the Lord ; and therefore theſe 
words, nn evr (beides, that being but a-Suppolition , they 
put nothing in being, and may fitly be tranſlated , in id ipſum, 
tor the fame, orin ons, which, though tkey- met in an. hun- 
dred places, they might do, Ads 4.26. cum P/2:1.2,2; 1 Chro. 
12.17:). prove. ho more that thoſe to whom Paul writ were 
of one Congregation, then Zames calling rhe twelve tribes ſcat= 
tered abroad one Aſſembly, Synagogue, . or: Church, fames 1. I. 
ram 2.2, 5,34. or Pauls mentioning the Hebrews aftem- 
bling themſelves together , Heb. 10 25, doth prove that the 
ſcattercd Hebrews wereno more then one particular. Congre- 
cation, which might and did mect 1n one place ; eſpecially 
{ceing the Apoſtle writes to theAcharans,2 Corll, I Cor. 16,1, 
cum 2 Cor.9,2, & 11.10, . Now there were other Churches in 
that Region (F) at leaſt two, Corinth and CenchreazRom.16.T+ 
which I read was the Port of Corizth, (g) ts ame” orine 

thiorum 


eee 


alleadptd by our d;([eming' Brethren. 5 

thioram navinm:ſtatione celeberrimumt, &* idto frequens valds 

& populoſum (h) : To fay nothing ef the Churth whereof (Ch) Gualty 
Gaius the Corinthian was the Holt, 1 Cor, 1, 18, Rom. 16, 23, 1 Rome16, 
3 7oh. ) Hence there is mention of Churches to which the wo- 

men he writes-to (for kefaich, Tow Women, not W:men, or all 

Worrzerr) did reſort ; or how elte could they keep filence in the 

Churches ? 1 Cor.14.34. yet you hold not that two or three 

Churches in the New Teltament muſt conſiſt of no more then 


may meet 1none place, . 


4. The viſfibleChurch in the New Teſtament is not Nationall, as 
the Fewiſh was ; hence We read of the Churches of Galaria, 
Macedonia, . Judea, wot Chrrch of Galatia, 1 Cor.16.1. &c. 
2 Cor. 8; I. &c, | 


We ſay not'that the Chriſtian Churctr is Nationall, as was 
the Jewiſh Church, viz. that it hath-a Nationall Tabernacle, 
Temple or Houſe'of God, and ſolemn Worſhip peculiar toit, 
to which all the Members, or 211. the Males muſt ſometimes 
reſort, towards which theabfent areto pray, and in which 
the Prieſts in their courſes do miniſter unto God : nor fay we 
that the Scriptares:do mention a Nationall Church'; for the 
Supreme Magiſtrate was an enemy to Chriſtian Religion, c> 
Regs ad exemplum , &C. (1) many of the people were of the (7 ) 27-ro 17. 
{ame minde. as it 1s this day in France and Spain, and'was in teachcth us 
England in Queen AMaries days 3 Believers (it is like) Were thus to anſ\ver. 
»ot ſo many as to bear the name of a Land or Nats, nor could 
they have liberty ſafely and freely to meet in ſuch great Afſem- 
blies-as Nationall Synods. Shew me a Nation of Magiltrates 
and people converted. and' I will ſhew' you a' Nationall 
; Church ; but'it:there could not then be a Nationall Church, 
as in Queen aries times our Church was not National}, it 
is no wonder if there were none, ( V!tra poſſe, noneſt eſſe) 
whether'Nationall Churches be lawfull or unlawfull. | 
Arguments taken from the naked appellation of the word 
Church ar Churches, are very unſatisfactory, becauſe of the va- 
rious acceptations of 'the words Kahal, Gnedah, Eccleſia, Sy= 
Yvagora, Which we ſometiines tranſlate Chixrch, bur ſhould al- 
B 3 vrays 
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ways tranſlate, Convocation or Congregation , a company | 


called out, or gathered together, 


The Engliſh word, Charch ; Saxon, Cyric, and Scots, Kirk, 


are derived from Kvezayq, as Cambad. Rem. Or Kuerexoy, as Sir 
Hes.Spelm. Which (as Baonuy) ſignifies the place of meeting, 
Hence we read of - Kobbers of Churches or Temples, Afts 19, 37. 
K ahal (whence our Engliſh word ca/l ) 1s ſometimes Meta. 
nymieally underſtood of the place. The Heathen enter into the 
Sauftuary , Which G:d had forbidden to enter into the Charch, 
Lam.1r.10. cam Deut.23.3. Nehem.13.1. To come together 
2v 1*KxAnns, 18 (if it be rightly tranſlated ) to come togerher 
in one place , and ſo Eccleſia 18 oppoſed to the buildings or 
houſes 1n which they did eat and drink, 1 Cor.11.19,20,21,22, 
ult. Synagoga 18 evidently taken tor the place of meeting, 
Luke 7.5. As 18. 7, Nevertheleſſe the words Kahal and 
Gnedah, do ſometimes ſignifie a diſperſed multitude or compa- 
ny (that (peflibly) never did or could meet together ) hence 
we read of a church of Nations, Gen.35.11. charch of evil- 
goers, Plal.26.5. charch of the dead, Prov.21.16. charch of the 
Righteous, Plal.1.5. And the people of 7/7acl, though divided 
into ſeverall domeſticall Aſſemblies to keep the Paſleover, are 
called one Church, Exod. 1 2.46.47, But uſually an Aſſembly or 
Concio,is all one with abal or Eccleſia, whether that Aſſembly 
was orderly or diſorderly, good or bad , lefſe or greater, fer. 
50.9. a church of the Nations , Ezek. 32.22. Aſshur and bu 
church , Ads 19.39, 49. laWfwlt church diſmiſſed the charch, 
When all the Iſraclitiſh men, women and children were toge- 
ther, they were but oe congregation, which, in the Dialect of 
the Tranſlarours of the New Teſtament, is all one with oe 


charch, As 7.38. When all the Iſraelites did not meet ( for* 


all the members of the Jewiſh Church did never meet after 
their ſetling in the Land of Canaan, nor all the males, fave 
thrice every yeer ) they that met, though ſcarce the half or 
third part of them that were ef the Jewiſh Faith and Com- 
munion, were not withſtanding called all the church , the Whole 
&burch, Joſh.9.18,19, & 22.12, Ezra 2.64. And when there 
was 4 great Aſſembly, then the Scripture tells us ; There was 
a grear church. I ſer a great church, a very great _ 

chem, 


' alleadtved by our diſſenting Brethren, 


Nehem, 5.7. 2 Chron, 7. 8. & 30. 13. Ezra 10.1, —_— 
no more perſons of the Church, bue thoſe that were then a(- 
ſembled, yea Simeox and Levies aſſembly 1s called a Church 
unto which 7acobs honour ſhould not be united, Gey. 49. 6. 
and thoſe many that were gathered together, praying in the 
houſe of Mary, are called the Church (though Zamrs and his 
Brethren were not there, nor ( it may be) the tenth part of 
thoſe, which (inour ſenſe ) were of the Jewiſh Church.) 
Afts 12.12, cum5; Yea 4 or Fe in a family, joyning in the 
worſhip of God, are called a Church, Row. 16.5. 1 Cor. 16: 
19. Philem. v.2. Inthis fence there were many Churches 
among the Jews. The Scripture calls them Church, or con- 
grcgation often, and ſometimes in reſpe& of their ſeverall 
Synagogues, Tribes, and Families, Congregations, P/al. 74. 
4. 8. The phraſe, Churches of Juaza which were in Chriſt , 


ſcems to imply that ſome Churches in Judza3 were not in - 


Chriſt, 1 Theſſ. 2. 14. Gal. t. 22+. No wonder therefore if 
that Chriſtians of one Country meeting 10 feverall Syna« 
gogues, 7am 2.2, Heb. 10. 25. As 19. 8, 9. &' 22.19. 
As 13+15,16, 43. and Houſes, Afts 12.12. Rom. 16.5: do 
receive the detiomination of Churches which 1n Seripture 
phraſe is all one with aſſemblies, .many whereof we confeſſe 
werein Galaztiz, Macedonia, exc. | 

But more particularly, you ſay there were Churches in G.:- 
latia, Ergo, they were Congregationall, 

Anſvr. Galatia-was a large Country, as is intimated As 
18. 23. I he Galetians 1n Saint Pauls time, held: all Paphlago- 
n4a,a part of Phrygia, Cappadecia,and of all the neighbouring 
Countries round about, which after their names were called 
Gallogratia, or Gallatia , Containing in them the Cities and 
Churches of Aztioch and Laodicea, (as Macedeniaallo did in- 
clude Philippi,T heſſalonica, Berhea,&C, ) In England(a far leſfle 
Country then either of them ) in former times. have been ſe- 
verall Churches at once, and yet thoſe Churches not meerly 
Congregationall, ai Nationall rather. 

The Churches of Galatia might- (for onght-you alleadge to 
the contrary) be combined one to another, as the Churches 
of England, Scotland, Holland, France, are- ——_ * — 

ined 3 
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biged : For the Apoſtle ſpeaks-of them 4+ one lewnpz1-Cor.5 6. 
cans Ga!. 5.9.and witheth th :.anathomatizing or excommus- 
nicating of him that troublerb rhem, Gale 1. $,9.& 5. 10.12. 
and the reſtoring with the ſpirit of meekneſſe (both which I 
take to be Adts of Diſcipline) (4) of a fallen brother, Ga/-6.1. 
And the Churches of Macedonia were not fo ſeveral), but they 
joyned-in one to chooſe a brother (which I conceive was an 
Amhoritiveat) togo with P4x/ for the managing of the 
Churches contributions, 2 Cor. 8. 18, 19. and the Churches 


Of Jaudan, conflilting of Myriads of people, did come together, 


Aft 21,20, 27, 2 2. tobe ſatisfied of Paul concerning an ac» 
cuſation they had received againſt him 3 andare calleda Church, 
Gel. 1.13, Aﬀts 12.1. and anhoxſe, Heb, 34. which title you 
ſay isnot given to looſe [tones and timber, but imports Knit- 
ting and joynting one toanother. | 


$. When a Vifible Charck is to beerefted the matter of it fnould 
be viſible Saints andbeleevers, 1 Cor. I. 2. 


True, io it ſhould ; when an Army's to beraifed, a city be- 
gun, a family fet up, much more when a Church 1s to be cre- 
&<d or continued, the matter of them ſhould be viſible, yea 
reall Saints, Beloved of God, -eleft, bleſſed, &c. Dent. 83.14. 
Jſ2. 1. 21. 26, Afts 16. 34. Rom, 1.7. Eph. 1.1, 2,3, 4. and 
we heartily wiſh thy were all ſuch, yet we dare not uſe un- 
ſcripturall wayes, and meanes for the procuring or preſcr- 
vingof Church-members-ſanQity : To-be wiſe or holy above 
the rule, is to be fooliſh, prophane, preſamptuous, ſuperſtiti- 
ous; could you ſhew us out of Scripture that the Church 
ſhould-examine perſons that come to be admitted, whether 
the work of Grace be wrought in their hearts or no ; and that 
they: muft make.any other Declaration (then profeſſion of 
faith and repentance) and that the congregation ought to re- 
zc&t ſuch of whoſe ſincerity and ſanity they are not ſatisfied, 
and that the want of this care in the firlt conftitution of a 
.Church, doth nullifie it, or -make it unlawfull for men to 
Joynto it, or continue in it, and-thatit-is neeeffary to know 
that a Church was conſtituted of vilible-Saints (which none 

but 


allcadged by our diſſenting Brethres:. 


but they that were preſent can know ) before he can in faith 
Jeyn to it, or continue init, we ſhould not difer about the 
fanQity of the Members. If the Goſpell and Chriſtian Reli- 


] 


- gion was brought into Englandin the Apoſtles times, then it Church cov; 
was like it was conſtituted of Saints, as well as the Church p. 37. 


of Corinth. If we look upon the latter conſtitution in Queen 
Elizabeths time , many congregattons of London and A ; 
for example ) had viſible, yea doubtleſſe reall Saints, which 
were _ all Queen AZarics time; to be the foundationalls 
thereof. | 

The Text inthe x Cor. 1. ſhews rather what the members 
of the Church of Corinth were, at the time of Payls writing 
to them, then that they were or ought to have been viſible 
Saints,at the firlt erefion of that Churchzyet it ſhews not that 
all the Ghurch-members he writes to, were viſible Saints; for 
many known evill livers,as the Inceſtuors perſon, Drunken com- 
municants, Hereticks, Schiſmatickes, Fornicators, were known 
members; but the denomination of Saints, is 4 parte wveliore, as 
we call a wheat-field a corn-field, though we ſee weeds and 
tares in it: much lefle doth it prove, that all they to whom he 
writes, and the others alſo, were viſivle Saints at the firſt con- 
ſtitution of that:Church, and that it was neceſſary they ſhould 
be ſuch + He writes to the Church called to be Saints, or called 
Saints, ( not to the Saints called to be a Church, or te the Church 
conſtituted of Saints) which expreſfion rather of the two, 
proves there was a Church before they were Saints, (Sce v.r, 
Paul called to be an Apoſtle ) then that they were Saints before 
they were a Church, though I maintain not the validity of ci- 
ther inference, But how appeares it that all the Honourable 
titles and Epithets given by Pax/, are given withrelation to 
Church memberſhip > The Corinthians were enriched by 
God in all utterance and all knowledge, and did come behind 
in no gift, will you thence conclude that all Ghurch-mem- 
bers are or ought to be enriched by God, &c? So when he 
called others Saints, beloved of God, ele, bleſſed, ec. or faith, 
their life 1s hid With Chriſt in God, it theſe things be ſpoken of 
them as Church-members, then they are true of all Church- 
menbers, which you know they arc not. TR , 

C 6 The 


TY An Examination of ſundry Scriptares 


See for this &, The forme of a Church i: the gathering together of theſe v5/ible 
the auf} a and : bv and ine Y = 6 body "4 the 
Las if Sill forme of an holy Covenant, Deut.29. I,10,11,12. B ; which 
nant,'p. 5.6.7. # plainly fhewed that a company of people , betome Goas prople, 
that 15, a Church, by entring into Covenant with (God, If it be 
ſaid they were a Church before ; yet that was when the Church 
of the FeWws Was conſtituted in Abrahams family by Cove= 


HAR. 


Anſw, You intend not that this Covenant doth make a trye Charch, 
but a pure congregationall Charch, as it is refined according to 
(5) TW 017. the platform of the Goſpell. (5) A Ghurch Covenant is 
R.p. 24. ſoin- eſpecially 1n relation to Church «ſtate, and Church duties ; 
terprets you- (as a marriage Covenant 1s with relation to the married ſtate 
E keay i oof and marriage duties.) But the Covenant here mentioned was 
ſuch duties2s Pot Entred into in reference to Church eftate and Church du- 
the Gofpell ties, rather than to other duties of the morall Law; and may 
requires ofe- be taken by two or three, though they be too few to make a 
very Church, Church, or by perſons of ſcyvcrall Churches, in a Ship or a 
on 144 194 ou Journey, and yet let leave them in the ſame Charch-ltate the 
1pol. for were before, and not make them members of a«iltin 
Church cov. Church. A Covenant in Generatl doth not make a Church 
p.3.-& p.-25- (nora marriage, a Covenant between this man and that wo- 
The ſubſtance gzan makes by but a Covenant with appropriation and ap=- 
nr ot by plication to this or that Paſtor or people. 
Eos 32: But the Scripture Covenants are not with appropriation 
Q. p.15; and application to this Paſtor or people, ( viz. ) that they 
| would ferve God with this people or Paſtor rather then 
with that ; thercfore they are tot Church Covenants. | 
To be Gods people,and Gods Church,is notal one in your ſence. 
To bethe Kings SubjeRs,and to be of a Corporation,is not all 
one; 40 Beleevers of no Charch,or if 40.ſfeverall Churches are 
the Lords people, but they are not an inſtituted Church:ns Coves 
nant in Scripture was at the founding of the Jewiſh Church, 
nor of the Chriſtian Churches, though many be mentioned in 
the New Teſtament, to be founded, nor at the adding-of any 
Members to them,neither did they nuake aChurch,more trulya 
| My D Church, 


alleadged by our diſſenting Brethren, It 


Church, or politicke ſociety, or more truely members, bat 
aig Make them or ſhew them to be more pure and holy {er- 
vants of God, even as when ſingle perſons or families do Coe 
venant with God, 

The Covenant in Gey. 17. 1s taken onely for Gods part of 
the Covenant, or his promiſe te Abraham, Gal. 3, 16, 17, 
not for mans part to God, whereof we now ſpeak : Gods Co 
venanting with Abraham did not impoſe nor ſuppoſe an ex- 
preſſe vocall Covenant on Abrahams part (although when 
God appeared viſibly and ſpake vocally, there was more co- 
lour for an expreſſe Covenant, then now he doth not) nor al- 
wayes an implicite Covenant, Gey. 9.9, 19. The Birds, the 
Beaſts, the children not then born, could not give ſo much as 
an implicite aſſent. 

Indeed receiving of circumciſion doth import a Covenant 
on Abrahams part, or conſent to the Covenant, as Baptiſme 
alſo doth; but it is held they were in Church-{tate before they 
had right to circumciſion; therefore you ſhould ſhew they 
made a Covenant before circumciſion, but how prove you 
that Abraham was not in Church-ſtate before ? Gey. 17. 
That Melchizedeck a Pric(t, and Lot, which were not of his 
ſeed nor of his family? were out of Church-ſtate, That a Be- 
liver is not a ſon of Abraham, nor an heir of the promiſe and n 
covenant made to Abraham, if he be not in Church-ſtate by 
Covenant ? All which you ſeem to imply, when you fay that 
Jewiſh Ghurch was conſtituted in Abrabams family by 
Church-covenant. The family of Sems was the Church of 
God long before this, Gen, 9. 25, 26, 27. 


7. Every member at his admiſſion doth promiſe to give himſelfe See the like 
as to th: Lerd, to be guided by him, ſo to the Church to be gur- Allegation in 
aed by them, which 1s no more then the members of the Church pay pr 9, 
of Macedonia aid in a Paralell caſe, 2 Cor, 8. 5. Od 7'3* 


Thegivers are not the members of the Church of Macedonia, Anſ. 
(as you for your advantage phrafe it) bar the Churches of Ma- 
cedonia, (a ) and therefore it this do prove Union or Cove- (4) 4pol. for. 
nant, it isof the members of ſeveral Churches, and not of C-Covenant, 
Z awe” 


EI _ 


22 An Examination of ſwndry Scriptures 
one onely : It is not ſaid-'that they gave themſelves to the 
*Chureb or Churches, but to us, viz, to Pay! and Timothy, 
(which were not ſo much as ſet members of any particular 
Church) 2 Cor. I. 1, 19. which as thy joyned in the Epiſtles 
extant to the Macedonian Churches, Phil, 1.1. 1 The, 1. 1. 
2 Theſſ.1.1.ſo they commend thoſe Churches for being guided 
by them, Phil. 2. 12,19. & 4:9, 15. I Thefſ. 1.5, 6,7.& 3.6, 
But how the caſe of the Churches of Aacedonia is paralell 
With your Church-covenant, toabide in that particular con» 
gregation you ſhew nat. - 


3. This particular congregation 15a Church before it have Of- 


ficers, Aﬀts 2,47. 


Azſwer, ITnagenerall ſencea few private men without Officers, yea 
a few women without men, yea 20. members of ſeverall 
Churches, may be called a Church;- but a governing Church 
they are not: The Church hath not received an Office of rule 
without her- Officers. (6) 

The Churchin A#s 2, had Officers, and better Officers 
than any Church now-hath,:even the Apoſtles /if-the Com- 
miſfon of the 70. was expired ) which were the Elders of 
7d) The Apo- all: Churches. (a) 1 Per. 5.1, 2 Cor. 11, 28. and particularly 
Ales wereas of the Church of er#falcmr, and did aft therein as Elders ; 
the Elders and :Jt.jg not-all one to want Elders now they are inſtituted as be- 
_ oh ; of fore, ordinary Blders were not appointed at-that time: 
ron Keyes p. 43. | 


(5) Cotton Reyes 
P. 16. 


9, Shehath alſo full ana free power to chooſe her own Officers, 
This ( though yithourt the help of Synod, Claſſis, or Prebyrery, Acts 1,15, 


not ſo fylly) is . Y A. 22. 
afſertcd by R. Aﬀts 6, 3 Acts I 4. 23, 


M. and W.7.to "pu ; b 
CH. In Churckaffires of weiphty and difficult common Concerns 


ment, as El:Hion and Ordination of Elders, excommunication 

of an Elder, it zs ſafe and wholſome, and an holy Ordinance to 

proceed with conſultation and conſent- of - the Churches, 
6p) Cortons P7ov. 1.14. (p) You will not take upenyou: haſtily to .cen- 
K9e/ P55 ſurethemany notable Precedents of ancient - aud later Synods, 
who have put forth Zi of power in Ordination and Excom. 

bz MANIA... 
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j 
3 


alleadged by our diſſenting Brethrey, 


munication, (q) We hold it a priviledge of the-people, (eſpe- 
cially if they proceede wiſely and pioully )Jto Elect their Offie 
cers; and an jrjury to obfrude any on them, without their 
conſent but let us view your Scripture,The aſſembly, As 1: 
it is lik:ly was not a body politick, but. occaſionall onely, no 
part of-Church Government being as yet ſet on foot ; here 
were not all but ſome of the founder Members of the Jewillr 
Church, and they had no Commiſion to- ſeperate from the 
Jews before As 2. 44. The company was not without El- 
ders, the Apoſtles if 1:ot the 70. ) were preſent ; all the. Ghur. 
ches and Elders that were at that time in the world, were 
preſent, in reſpc& whereof it may be called an Xconieni- 


call counſel, (the Apoſtles being Elders of all Churches } ra> 


ther then a particular Congregation. . 

If there had been any more Elders and Churches,. they muſk 
have conveened upon that occaſion to chooſe an Apoſtle who 
isa Paſtor of all Churches. The choiſe was limited by the 
Apcſtle- Peter ; Firſt, to the perſons preſent ; ſecondly, to 
thoſe that had accompanied the Apoſtles, all the time that 


T3 


(q) Cot.Keyes 
. 28, 


the Lord Jeſus went in and out amoneſt them, and by. God .. 


the direQor of the lot (to whom propcrly the Ele&ion of an 
Apoſtle doth belong)to Matrhias ; As 'for the Dcacons and 
Over-ſeers for the poor (though people may better diſcerne 


of mens fitneſſe and ability for that Ottice, then for the Mini- - 


ſtery; and their liberty of-choofing was a good meanecs at that 
time, to abate their diſcontentments becauſe of. former neg- 
I; yet at thejr Ele&ion, there were all the Churches and 
Elders in the world, and more there could not have been in 
any Caſe ; ſuch neceſſity hath no Law. Your ſelves acknow- 
ledge *ynods a1i Ordinance of Chriſt, uſcfull in ſundry caſes, 
(as 10 ciſe a Church being leavened with Popery, Arminia- 
niſ{re., Antinomianiſme, Libertiniſine , Anavaptiſine . 8c. 
ſhould choeſe a Miniſter like themſelves : If fuch a caſe had 
happened, they could have had no more of a Synod at that 
time then they. had z the company did nominate two, but 
they that prayed { which is likely was the Apoltles ) did ap- 
point them, ver, 23,24. The people choſe ſeven, ſuch as they 
were dirced to chooſe, ſet them before the Apoſtles, which divl 
- | C3 | aproint 


AnE xamination of ſundry Scriptuves 
appoint them over the buſin:fſe, prayed and impoſed hanas : Tn 
As 14.23. Paul and Barnabas ordained Elders by Syuffrages 
given by lifting up or Rretcning out of hands, ( for ſo the 
Greek Word uſually ſignifies, though not al wayes, As 19.41, 
but that the people did ordain Elders by Election, without 
the Apoltles, it ſaith not, but rather the contrary (v:z.) that 
they ſtaycd from El:&ion and Ordination of Elders, till the 
Apoſtles came to adviſe and aſfliſt them therein, The word 
come ſignifieth rather to give, then to gather ſuffrages : 

Churches do * As [ 268 297ar ores Une WY CYXAvana! | doth 1nply the elcCtion of 

joyn in 5129 More Churches then one , and yet it imports the election of 

Tu 1 no more Churches then thoſe there ſpoken of : ſo the phraſe, 
[ Paul and Barnabas ;eegmanayre fs aureus ap:TCurye® gl" exxan- 
ny] doth not imply that any Church, or other perſon beſides 
Paul and Barnabas did elc& thele Presbyters. 

This Scripture 1. The particular Congregation , though it Want Church-O ffi- 

4959) 14 ce cers, fn power and Sa to as Officers , as the * 


t>C.H.and, * drm of Iracl did put their hands upox the Levites , Numb, ' 


Anfiy. te3z2.9, $8.9,10, 
P69. 
Auſwer. That Congregation had Officers, Aaron the high-Prieſt, avd 
many other Prieſts, Namb.3.4. But you hold not that people 
R.M.and W.T. ny ordain in the preſence and plenty of Officers, All the 
toC.H,p.52. children of 1ſ-acl, being about 680008 , and many women 
45 and children, did not (probably) lay hands on the Levites,but 
ſome, 1a ſtead of the rclt , which were more likely to be the 
Elders then any other. (All the congregation, and, All the El- 
ders of the congregation, are all one, Exod.12.3. cum 21) The 
Levites were ſeparated to their work, and taken from a- 
monek the children of 1/-ae/, cleanſed and offcred before the 
Lord by Afoſes and «Aaron reſpeRively , according to Gods 
expreſleappointiment, v.6,7,8,11,13,14. therefore this laying 
on of hands was either onely obedientiall for approbation of 
Gods cle&ion, or for oblation of the Levites to SGod,in ſtead 
of their firſt-born, v.16,17,18, as they laid hands on fſacrifi- 
ces, V.I3. which was a ſpeciall reaſon , and peculiar to thoſe 
times, If the people did ordain the Levites , I am ſure wy 
id. 


_—_ I CLAS. 
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alleadged by our diſſenting Brethrep. * Cy 


did not chooſe them 3 IF this be a binding patern , you will 
loſe Blefion, while you contend for popular Ordination. 

You tell us, that-it is a main pillar of Popery, to proportion 
the Church now, to the outward policic in 1/7ael. ; and that 
Chriſts faichfulneſſe above Moſes, conſiſts in as full determi- 
pation of Gods Worſhip in the New Teſtament, as in thz 
Old ; and that we are as (triftly ti:d to the Goſpel-patern, as 
the Jews were to the Old Teſtament : Why then ſhould we 
in Ordination of Officers be guided by the Old Tcſtament, 
and not by theNew ? And why ſhould we follow the Ordi- 
nation of Levites, rather then of Pricfts, for a patern for the 
Ordination of Elders, except to gratifie you ? 


I1. When the Apoſtles Were ſent out by Chriſt, there Was no men- The words of 
#:0n of Ordination in the Commiſſion of theirs , but onely of the Anſwer 29 
teaching and baptizing,Mar.16,15,16.and 28,19,20,1f Ora 3% Þ Þr7 Fr 
nation of Miniſters had been ſuch a fpeciall work, there would 
( belike ) have been ſome mention of it in their Commiſſion. 


Neither is there mention of celebration of the Euchariſt, An{wer, 
Preaching and Baptiſing were firſt to be done to the Nations, 
therefore they are there mentioned. We finde the Apoſtles did 
praiſe Ordination , and yet we ſuppoſe not that they went 
beyond their Commiſſion, As 6. & C. 13. & 14. Anda 
Commiſſton to Elders we read, 1 T 19.5. as well as pra&ice, 
2 Tim.4. You intimate, that ſpeciall works, which the pec- 
ple might not do, are mentioned in that Commiſſion ; which 
if youſtand to, you mult deny the people power either to Bz-- 
ptize or to Preach. If theſe words be not a Commiſſion to 
the Apoitles and Elders to ordain, Iam fure they are no Com- 
miſſion to unotac*d-men either to Preach or to Ordain. If thle need fo 
require, ſhe 
2, The Church hath poWwer to cenſure ber Officers, if- ſhe ſeejuSt may admoniſh 
occaſion, Col.4.17. | E160; her Ofhcers, 


| | — | and excommu- 
The Church of Coloſſe had other Elders belides Avebippur, iy; to 39 k.; 


which might joyn with the people inthe Admonition, Pazl p.39. 
bids T ;zvorby fulfill bis Miniftery , 2 T im. 4.5. This doth = Anſwer. 
P= 


T An Examination of ſundry Scriptures 
ſuppoſe Timothy to be faulty ; or'to be winder cenſure : and it 
may be Archippas, Pauls fellow-labourer , Philem. y, 2. was 
not faulty., and then this Admonition was no cenſure ; and 
therefore it is alleadged to no purpoſe. Neither doth admo» 
nition.alway ſuppeſe Authority ; for this may be an a& of 
charity, as well as of authority. Pax/ might admoniſh Perey ; 
and one Brother another of the ſame Church, though P al 
had no authoritie over Peter , nor fellow=members one over 
Cr) Cor.Keyes, another, Gal.2.11. Matth. 18. 15,16. (r) Private members - 
P-19- cannot cenſure judicially, or unchurch the Congregation, 
though they be bidden, Plead With their mother , plead, 
Hol. 2. 2. In. 

The Celofſians were as well to cauſe that Epiſtle to be read 
in theChurch of Zaod'cea, as to fay to Archippzs , &c, yea, 
the word can/e, ſeems more authoritative then ſay ye - yet our 
Brethren hold not , that ene' Church hath power to cauſe any 
thing to be done in another Chureh, If it had been ſaid, Cauſe 
Archippus , &c. and, Say to Laodicea , you could have made 
notable uſe of it. Finally , the Church cannot excommuni- 
cate their whole Presbyteric, no more then the Presbyterie 
excommunicate the whole Church ; -onely ſhe may wit:draw 

C\') Cot. K2Yes, from them (/)) : the Church hath not received from Chriſt an 
p- 16. | Office of rule without her Officers (r ). 

(Ct) 5 Rs 

bw inſiſted I3. Theſe Officers are to be maintained by contribution every 


on,and weekly — Loyds-day,1 Cor.ii6.n, 
contributions ag 


for the Mini= RIES. | 6 TRIER 
fiek exdunded You do not maintain all your Officers , not your Ruting.- 


nite. Elders, thongh the Text. x 7Tim.5.17. doth as cleerly hold out 
Anſwer, the maintenance as the lawfulnefle of Ruling-Elders. The 
Apoſtles Rule was not penerall , but onely ( for ought there 
appears ) in the Churches of Galatia and Achaia, v.1. nor 
perpetuall ; for theſe Gatherings Were ro ceaſe When Paul came, 
Ve2. (though Miniſters maintenance did not ceaſe when Pau/ 
came) not for any Officers, at leaſt not q44 Officers, but for 
the poor, not of their own Church neither, but of the Church 
of F,ruſalem, many miles diſtant 5 which was a fingular and 
extraordinary caſe. You might much better alleadge, 2ſarth. 


23-33, 


alleadzed byonr di(ſoning Brethren... - 
23.23. Theſe'you ought to bive tim, &c. you's, ths 2: 45. of 
, = . (as the Anabaptiſts)* for themanner of nigintaining the 
Miniftery, and relief of the-poor, thento ſay; that the tempo- 
rary way of the Churches extraordinary charity to the poor 
of another Church,is a perpetuall binding Rule to dire how 
Church.Olficers ſhould conſtantly bemajntained, : 


14. The great mountain burning with fire caft into the Sea pou See more of 


- the ſoundivg of the ſtcond Trumpet, Revel. 88 9. 15 applied by 
ſome good Wraers ro thoſe times.in Which Conltanticie broyght 
ſetled endowments into the Church, © tu 5 


If it be ſo applied by ſome good Writers who poſſiblyhad dinforer: * 


in their eyes the Lordly and almoſt Regall riches. and pomp of 
Prelates, it is by as many and as Wruers applicd other» 
wiſe. For my-part, avI finde that Cyffantines Donatien, the 
foundation of this Expoſition is but a Fition,-accounted by 
Gratian himſelf to be but Palea, (and what is the chaff to the 
Whear ?). ſo Lfinde in the Prophecies, that Kings zad States arc 
called mountains, Zechi4.7, caſting of -mountaingiiota the Sea. 
implicth great -commotions: and troubles ; P/al. 46:3. their 
burning with fire, fignifieth their oppoſition and ficrceneſle, 
whereby they become deſtroying mountains: or, as the Seprue 
agine ('whom the Penmen of +the: New -Teltament much fol. 
low)-wy@ cum poplar —4 mountain on pres; JercF1:295; 


this in Anſw. 
tO 324. p.7F 


but'1 finde not that! ſetled and: tinted: maintenance is in any 


Propheſie underſtood by a mountaig burning with fire caft:in» 
to the Sea , nor that it 15 unlawfull either from yeer te yeer, 
ain New-Englavd (+) or for. certain yeers, ior: for term. of 


| Life; mucklelie do TT finds thatit/ is unlawhull for one yeer, ' 


and net for a ycer and a quarter, or two, three, or four yeers. 


Cu) T.W.to 
W.R. P19... 


t5. Therewwnft bein the Churth Teachers diftinit from Paſtors, This Go ſub. 


«s Apoſtles are diftintt frow Evangeliit), Epbetl, i Sn 


(ome Paſtours, and {ome Teachers ; but, bxs ſame Paſtowrs and 
D eachers ; 


> 
ar 
NM , 


ance) is 11- 


} 


. 


edby *'* 


" That Text proves:nvt the Game diftinRion between. them ; 5. p.55. a5 
for he ſaith, Some ApoFlrs , and ſome.:Prophety z, &c. but not many ochers. 
Anſwer. , 


| 21. 15 many 


23 An;Examindteendf. ſundry Scripiutts. | 
Teachers; eration The Apoliley theſe Prophets, thoſe E- 
vangelits, theſa Shepherds and Teachers ; which words ſeem 
but to .explicate-one another as Shepherd: and Biſhop do; 

| KPep2dFs.5 vices 77 fltutnns files I ati; bo (60 rae: 
This Textis © <1 D332 53 $174 tun {ics FuTs Sh) T2.torie its 
|: Gar al- 16. Thu pattienlay Congytgation'ls. Stow Which-God loveth, and 
leadged, in here he hath promiſed to be preſent, Matth.18.20, 
EE SES bn: 3p put die ered | NL DER 
__ i No Sir, it is not. Sor; but one. of- the Aﬀſemblies of Stor, 

ANY" aay) The Hebrews; whichavere divided intomany:Con. 
gregations, are not ſaid to become mto many Mount $ians;but 
to Mount S:0, Heb.12. The Scripture warrants not the ex- 
preſſiorntef an hundred of a-thouſand Sioys. Have not you 
found God: preſent mour Afemblies. ® have not you by faith 
cloſed witk;the:promifes- in: theule of ; Ordinances, amongſt 
us? ,' Speak ont, know:'you-darerot belye your {elves ,- ns, 
and God:himſelf.: Chriſt ,in 2Zarth. 18. promiſeth his pre- 
ſence to thoſe that are not -a Church, for two or three will 
not make a Charch' : they. (v.19:) i were: to give the ſecond 
Attinonitiong: the Church the third. JF arty faithfull people; 
though women, 'er not in Church:fellowſhip, or memberg of 
ſeveral} Churches, meet together q you dare not exclude them 
out of. his promiſe; :though they do not make a congregatios 

(x) The new nall Church. : Chriſts preſence is promiſed to the Apolt)es and 
J:raſalem, Rey, their\Snoceſſours; the Elders, arric28.26 and te the Afem 
blies of - $i», or Churches joyntly:, as well asſeverally'; far, 
particular 4. 5: Rev.til, &f 21.32423 & 22.3,4,5+ (x) "Ee 
CR | j- 2357 6072 1 HI SLE 2826 101 Bat ©: 
Communets vale 17. So long at n Believer: doth notijoyn bimiſelf to ſome pdrtieus 
Ca: ide Contrpdiiany hr is without, i1 the Apoſtles ſend 1 Cor. 
p.38. Jo T2547 3 59!) S230 OTE} & FS 16! 24/71 Þ 


'Lhaſ...: Thoſe Withoxr, of whom the Apoſtle ſpeaketh;. were tinbes. 

Anſw. to 33.q ICVTS, Pagansatd Heathen, 'twirbowr, Chrift, axvvell as Withont 
P.13. <6 thevifible Church, = 

; i ; The Apoſil&ceppoſeth: Fornicators bf theworld, ts Forni- 

eators that aro Brethron.® cw, 1 nin ot 2 

- Without ave dogs, Sorcerer, Rev; 12,355 {uchas Paul had not 

: . bc fo . 


« £3 


£ 


' allecaged by otiy diſſenting 'Brethres.. 19 


to'dd with,rhar bave 1rodnghcry t22(amdyet:hethad todo 


withal} Chriſtians, by bis alliniited; Apoftolike power; (7) , ) any, eo 
whether they bUong torthat or any other Congregation or no) , Þof. p.64. 
ſach as God judgeth, or are left to the-1mmediate judgement of ; 
God : . Put this 15 not the caſe of Beltevcrs natjoyned-{ eſpe- 
cially inyour ſenſe of. joyning) to: a-particular:Gadgregation.; 
Hor do you::(Þ hope): judge it co be the caſcid Believers inthe 
Churches of England and Scorland, © : |: dents: : 
18, The Elders ars net Lords outr Gods mg, I:Pet:5. 3. $7 - pc 
nor de exerciſe authority, as the Kings ana Princes of the ry ſets up = 
' earth de', rencembring onr Savionrs tefſony Matth20, 25, 26, ny Bithops for 
Luke 22. 25, 26. They are not ſo many Biſhops (2) ſtriving one M.D. 
for preeminence, as Diotrephes did, 3 ]oh.v:9;10 (a) | C in Bhat 
. Tofay nothing that thertitle Kug:O::3 Donnie; ſometimes CREE 
tranſlated Sir, and ſorhetinies Lord, 7eb.1 2.21. 1-Pet.3.6. is p.59. & 76. 
givento Chriſt, to Eldets, and meaner perſons, 3: Zoh.v.4,40, theugh noc 


&5.7.. & 12,21, Kev.7, 14. Though Elders be not Lords Wit — 


over: f50ds :heritage', yeb they are Leagers and: Guides. yen Presbyteriali 


Skephet ds, Rulers, Overſeers, Biſhops.and Goverhonrs ;-ahd Government. 


not onely Preſidents of the Congregation ,* Moderatours' of A/wer. 
her ations, or as the fore-men of the Jury. The other Text 
forbids Kingly or Lordly power in the Miniſters of the Go- 
ſpcl:;for the ewe: Apoſtles ſtill'dreaming of aTemporall king- 
dom, and feingkinſmento Chriſt, did expe ſome Temporall 
honour and advancement.. Chriſt ſaith not, there was ine- 
quality amongſt the Pricks of the Jews, or ameneſt the Prieſts 
of the Gentiles, or between the Prieſts and People, but it ſhall 
not be ſo ameng you.; but, yery aptly and pertimently to their 
Petition; anſwereth,7 he Princer.of ;the:Grntiles;&c. propoun-' 
ding himſelf, v. 38, whoſe Kingdom 1s not of this world, for 
an example: to them ;' yet he had no tntent to-:equall them to 
himſelf in Church-power , or ather Miniſters to the Apoſtles, 
or the Peeple to the Presbyters. » We make notall Church-Mi- 
niſters Biſhops, but the Elders onely g'as we are:warranted by: 
Aﬀts 20.,17,28. Tit.1.5,7. | = 
Diccrephes , being but one, was liker to a Prelate, then to a 
| D 2 Presby- 


Av Examination of ſundry Scriptures 
Presbytery: : yet Saint:-Fob» doth not blame'him. ſimply for 


- accepting or having !pre'eminence, or far: taking upon him 


to anſwer ih behalf ofthe Ghurch:to which S. 7obn writ, of 
for taking to him the power of commanding, forbidding; 
excommunicating z- but for loving pre eminence, (as ſar. 
- 23 6, 7.) for nor receinang the Apoſfiles and Brethren, and pro» 
hibiting-what he ſhbuld have- required: and enconraged, and 
excommunicating ſuch as. were the belt members of the 
Church. I will not tell you who ſaid, AZ che Church i holy ; 


' yetake too much upon you, &c. 9. 3:1 


__ Theptwir of Government :ic expreſly given ro the Church, 


Anſi Mer: 


when we are bidden hear the Church, which i© a partienlar con» 
gregation, Mat, I $, | 


.. The Church; in the firftand primary intent of theſewerds, 
wa$a Chutch then in being,” which did abominare the Gene: 
tiles (for Heathens and Gentiles are all. one): viz. the Jewiſh 
Church, which was not a particular congregation, but .a Na-. 


_ .. tonal} Church, having. graduall, judicatories and: appeals, of 


' which the Apoſtles were at:that timegand Chriſt lived & dycd 


©) Anſwaco an aftuall member, (5) They who preſume that Chrilt did no 


32:Q.p.14. 


more reſpe& the Jewiſh.Church, then they do. the Church. 
of England, doover-skip it, and underſtand this onely of the 
Chriſtian Church, and bring Chriſt in;ſpeaking on this man» 
ner; Petergif thy Brother offend theeto day or tomorrow,and 
will not-be gained, keep it imthy mind two. or three yeares, 
and thou ſhalt haves Chorch to which thou mayſt complain; 
tellthe Church when there. is one. . This Goſpel was writ- 
principally to and for'theiJews ({ome ſayin. Hebrew ) in it 
the Spirit of God uſeth much the language anddiale& of the 
old Teſtament, in which Kaha! (and EZcclefa with the 70.) 


(-) Aſubordi= 4, ſometimes fignifie the company of Elders, : aſwell as the 


nation of the 
Jewiſh Syna- 
gogues and 
COurts is ac- 
knowledged 
by Cor. Keyes, 
P-24- J 


body of the people ; and aNationall Church with graduall 
Judicateriesand appeals; 'aS well as a particular affembly. 
Now there is not a Worddn: the Text to ſhew cither that 
Cbarch is not here taken for the Presbitary, but for the peo- 


ple (ſecing when Chriſt aithy Wharorver 7e foul bind, +. 
Ay | ne 


aleadged by ow diſſenting Brethrew 
he ſpeaks to the Diſciples, v. 1. or Apoſtles, which are elſe- 
where faid to have the power of binding and loofing, Afar. 
16, 19. 70. 20, 23, and were not ordinary beleevers but El- 
ders, 1Pet.5.1.)or that it is meant onely of a parutilar congre- 
gation without graduall Judicatories or appeals, ( a Notion 
not agreeable to the Jewiſh Church here in the firſt place 


ſpoken of. 1 reid that-the promiſe of binding and Ioofing is 


not given toa particulat- congregation, when it is leavened 
with errour and- variance, Eccleſia litigans nou ligaty clavis 
errans non ligat, but then a Synod of Churches or of . their 
meſſengers may 7#dicially convince and condemn errour, 
fearch out truth, determine, declare, and impoſe the way 0 


truth and peace upon the Church. (a) 


w1 
- be, 


(4) Cot. Keyes 


20, Mat, 16,19. Chriſt direfleth his fprechnor to Peter alone,but OE "VNR 
to all the Diſciples alſo: for to them al] was the QueFtion pre- ;Q ve taken our 
pounded by Chrift, v.15, Nor to them as Generall O fficers of of the Anſw. 
all Churcher, for that commiſſion was not yet given them, but to 32.Q.p. 44+ 


4s Diſciples and Beleevers. 


Peter was an Apoſtle in Office and: Commiſſion, though 


not yet ſent out- into. all the world;;. and an Elder, at. 10, 


I, 2, &c, and doubtleflethe key of Autkority and: Rule, when 


it was promiſed to Peter, and given to him with the reſt of 
the Apoſtles, Fohn. 20.23; « the ſame authority which # gives 
to therr ſucceſſors the Elders, whereby .they are called: to feed 
and rule the Church of God, as the Ap had done before, 
AX: 20. 28, If the Keyes were not given to Petey as an Elder 


or Apoſtle, but as a Believer, then it will follow ; Firſt, that- 


the Keyes are not giyen to-a congreeationall Church, or 2 

viſible Church, or the Members, ec againſt whom the 
Gates of hell may prevail; but to true belcevers or members 
of the Catholick Inviſible Church, which onely are built on 
the reck, and the gates of Hell, &c. So that Hypocrites ( as 
7uda,) have not todo with them : — , that they are 
given to all beleevers, making Perers confeſſhon, whether in 


Church-covenant or no, whether Church-members or nog 
whether males or females, for - quateni ad omne valct.conſe-- 
TF- 3 


quenria : 


we 


An(w. 


See Cor. Keyes 
P-4\ G& P» 10, 


(a) Seealſo 
Anſw.to zz. 


Q. p. 49- 


(6) Cer. Keyes * 


P- I3-. 
Anfwer, 


An E xaminution of ſundry Scriptures 


awtntio-:; Thirdly, that Peter as:an Apioſtioy' arid: Paſtors as" 


Paſtors, have no;more power of 'the Keyes, given. to: them 


hereby , then other otdinary Beleevers ; 2 groundleſfſe and 


ſenceleſſe tenent, which makes Church-government meerly 
Democraticall and popular. 4% Re 


2I, 1 Cot. . P anl hineſ2lf, though As extraordinary 0 flcer, ”m 


wenld not take upon him to excommunicate the Inceſtuens pey- 
ſon without the Church, but ſends to them, exhorting them to 
do it, (a) ana reproves the brethren of the Charch of Corinth, 
 aſweh 45 the Elders, that they did no ſooner. put him a- 


Wax: {b) © - 


' Heblames them all, women as well as men, that notwith- 
ſtanding the notorious fornication which was amonelt them, - 


, "were paffed up and gloried, and did not rather mourn, that he 


might be put away, ver. 1. 2. 6, Pal himſelf did excommu- 


_ vicate Alexander and Hymencus, 1 Tim. 1-26, and it is not 


(b) Cot. Keyes 
P- 30. 


mentioned that he took the conſent of any Church or Presby- 
tery 1N it. (6). The Apoſtle ſaith, wargiug-d; mipur-ampadtyac. 
I have judged or decreedalready, as if I were 'preſent to deli. 
ver, &c. which imports rather that Pax/ himfelf would de- 
liver him to Sathan, then that he exhorted them to do itz in- 
deed he commands them to put him away, as he writes to 
thenr te reſtore. him again, to ſee whether they would be obe- 


 dient inall things, 2 Cor. 2.9. and: he would have it done 
* When they were gathered together, that the people might be 


hold, approve, and execute what was decreed. Pax! bids the 
Coloſians to cauſe an Epiſtle to be read 1d Laodicea, they ( it is 


like) did jt in obedience to Apoſtslique Authority; yet it will 


not hence follow, that a Church hath ordinarily the fame 
power over another Church: he bids them purge out thelea. 
ven, and put away from them that wicked perſon,&c. which 
mult not be underſtood as if Elders and people' were equally 
authorized thercunto, but Qxilibet in.ſno grads, every man in 
his place, So Namb. 5. 2. The children of 1/ae! arecomman- 
ded to put eut of the camp every Leper ; yet the Elders did 
judicially make clean or unclean, Levir. 13. 3+ Dept. 1713+ 


{OR 


bn Ge FR» 


TT oO x 
PRES bat I ns - 


_alleadged by onr diſſenting Brethrew, 
yex ſometime they alone did put the Leper (as -Uzziab 
3. Chro.26. 20.) from amongſt them : The allufion to the Lea- 
ven is not to be too far ſtrained: for every woman or childe in 
their private houſe, without the conſent of the Church might 
caft out Leaven , but yet they cannot excommunicate.. The 
Apoſtle, x Cor.14 31. bids them all prophefic one by one, yet 


our Brethren do not hold that all ſanftified perſons which in - 


any place call upon the Name of the Lord ]eſus, 1 Cor. 1.1,2, 


were by this Precept bound to prophefie. Alſo, in 1 Theſſ.5. 


32. he beſgecheth the Theſſalonians to know them that are 


over them , &c, which he ſpeaketh to the Believers, and not 


to the Elders. So when he ſpeaks of aRts of governing power, 
it ;s to be underſteod of Elders, and not of Belicvers. 


22. 'The Lord Foſs ; reproving the Angel of Pergamiss for ſafe +4... : 
fering Balaamites, ſends bis Epiſtle not onely to the Angel, but _ LO 
to the Charch, The Spirit ſaith not onely to the Angels , bat to 31.Q 45. 


\. Nowt 


to the Churches, Revel.2.11. And the Church-members are & 49. 


. ſeen bj, John in a Viſion, ſitting on Thrones, clothed With white 
| yowery »: baving_on their heads crowns of gold, Revcl. 4. 146 


mg power. 
| TheT ord Jeſus, reproving the Angel of Pergamus, ſends 


his Epiltle (ſay you) not to the Angel, but to the Church: I 
adde, Net to the Church, but to Churches. As you gather, 


tha: the ſuffering of corrupt perſons and praQtice was the fin. 


of the Church, and not of the Angel onely : ſo I may gather, 


that it was theſin not of one Church enely, bnt the neighbon- 


ring Churches alſo : But this youdeny. I read'in Revel.4.*that 
four and twenty Elders («diſtinguiſhed from Believers, c.9.8, 
17:13:14.) not four and twenty Saints or Adembers) wereſq 


clothed and crowned, by which I underſtand the Officers of | 
the Church, :alludipg to the four and twenty! Orders of the 
Prieſts , and the four Beaſts repreſent the Ehriſtian;Churches: 


thorow the four quarters of the werld , alluding to the four 


rones and crowns are enſignes of Authority and gover=- 


Anſwer, 


Camps of //7acl, bearing in their Standards the ſame Beafts. (Þ) £9.K245- 
By yeur Expoſition, the Elders, which (you fay) are fignificd P: 36: 


. — 


24 * An Examination of ſundry Scriptures 

_ by the four Beaſts, are excluded from governing power ; for 
they fit: not on Thrones , nor have Crowns on their heads. 
Their Crowns and Thrones are no more Enfignes of Power 
and-Authoritie-, then their white Raiments of Priefthood + 
Ch) Cot. Keys, (h) But they are not Prieſts by Office , they' cannot do 
P+16. Paſtorall as, as Baptize, &-c. neither have they authority to 
govern. Every Chriſtian man or woman, Church-members 
or other, hath a Crown, and fitteth on a Throne , viz. is Spt- 
ritually a Kingand Pricſt to God, Reve/.5.10. Finally, gover- 
(7) M. & T. ning power, properly fo called, you (5) acknowledge none; 
* > wb © butin the Elders alone, 1 Cor.12,28, Rom.12,8, Heb. 13. 17+ 
ie N. Epi- The peoples power is more fitly called Liberty and Priviledge, 

file, too mean thing to be repreſented by Crowns and Thrones. 


23. The particular Congregation takes Chriſt for her onely Spi= 
. ritmall Prophet , Pricft and King, Deut.18.15. As 7. 37» 
Plal.110.4. Hebr.5.4, Iſai.9.6,7. Revel.15:3. 


i. Anſwer. Seven or eight (you ſay) are the feweſt that will make a 
Church ; but five or fix, yea any one particular Saint , though 
out of Churchefcllowſhip by Excommunication, &c. Way 
take Chriſt to be his onely Spirituall Prieſt, Prophet and King ; 

f yea a Presbyteriall, Glaſſicall , Nationall Church may do it ; 
the Jewiſh Chnrch did it, the Hebrews did it, Heb.5.4. and 
4-15. yea, the Churches of the Gentiles , which at that time 
were not meerly Congregationall, did acknowledge Chriſt 
their King, Revel. 15. 3, What Scripture witneſſeth that a 
Congregationall Church, rather then a Presbyteriall Church, 
doth acknowledge Ghrift to be the onely abſolute King, Prieſt 
and Prophet. ? Do your {elves believe what you would have 
us believe, that Chriſt doth exerciſe his Kingly, Prieftly, Pro- 
Pheticall Office onely in Churches mecrly Gongregationall ? 
did Chriſt offer up himſelf a Sacrifice for all the Members of a 
Congregational Church, and onely for ſack?” If you belicve 
it net, why-doyou fockarly hintit®. © 


'24« Christ 


alltadged by tr diſſeming Brethren, . © 


24. Chrift hath Lefe but one Way of Diſcipline for all Chircher, This is found 
Which, in the eſſentials of it, ts unchangeable, and to be kept till in —_— __ 
29. p.382,82. 
Cad he like Fn 
It ſeems by the words, Thow, O manof God, I give thee eye 1 
charge that rho keep this Commandment, (viz. which im- Ayfwer, 
mediately precedes) concerning faith and holineſſe, in the mi- | 


; the appearing of the Lord Chriſt, x Tim.6,13,14. 


riſtery of the Word, to be direRted to Timothy himſelf *: or 
if to his ſucceſſours, then it it muſt be to the ordinary Elders 
(for evangeliſts which ſucceeded him we know none) not to 
the Churches ; for example, not to the Church of Epheſzs, to 
whom Pax/ writes nothing of Government, though in his 
Epiftles to Timothy he writes almoſt of nothing elſe,and char- 
geth theElacrs to take heed to the Fleckgand look to the Wolves, 
AX&.20.28,.But if you wil needs have the words,this command- 
ment, extended to this whole Epiltle, yea to every Precept and 
Exomple of Diſcipline in Gods Book , you had need of good 
warrant for this expoſition. That the eſſentials of Diſcipline 


ſet down in Scripture are unchangeable, I grant : but whether 


any eſſcntials be in controverfie , or how many, and which 
they are., you tell us not : I am ſure thoſe things that ſome 
(poflibly) do make efſentiall, are not ſuch ; as, holy kifſe, an- 
ointing with Oil, waſhing of feet, &c. The differences be- 
tween the Apoſtolike Churches and ours are obſervable, be- 
cauſe they juſtly occafion ſome alteration, at leaſt in externals, 
of Diſcipline or Worſhip. 

As firſt, the Jewiſh ceremonies were then ſcarce'dead, at 
leaſt , not buried : hence we are not bound to uſe unleayvened 
bread at the Sacrament , to abſtain frem things ſtrangled and 
from blood, to circumciſe, to purifie our ſelves, and to ſhave 
our heads, &c. MMatth.26, As 15.20, & 16.3, & 31.21,22, 
23,26, & 23.25. 

Secondly, the civill cuſtomes of theſe countreys differ much 
from ours : Hence we are not bound to lie or lean on a bed 
at the Sacrament, 7oh.13.23,25. & 21.20. to waſh one ano- 
thers feet , Joh.13.5,14,15. Luke 7.38. 1 Tims 10. to kiſle 


one another, Ati; 20.37. he Rom:16'6, 1Cor.16. 
| 20, 


yo 


a5 
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20, IT Theſſ.5.26. or to make covering of the mans head a to- 


 kenof diſhonour, 1 Cor.11.11.4-5:7.10. 

Thirdly , the Churches were then but in gathering from a. 
mongſt Heathens and Fews : Hence we want examples (to 
convince refraftory Anabaptiſts or Socinians) of the Bapti- 
zing of Chriſtian Infants, or of any other, though of riper 
yeers, that was born of Chriſtian parents, and educated in a 
Chriſtian way, and was not in perſon a. Jew or an Heathen. 

Fourthly , theChurch was then under Heathenifh-perſecu- 
ting Magiſtrates : "Hence they had no houſes built for , or ap- 
prepriated to holy Worſhip, they met in the night to pray, 
preach, and celebrate the Supper ; Miniſters had no {ctled 
inaintenance z.no Laws did compell mento keep the Sabbaths, 
to frequent the Aſſemblies., to ſubmit to the Churches Diſci» 
pline ; Chriſtians bare no civill Offices ; the Magiſtrate did | 
not meddle with, nor proteR, but perſecute the Church. 

Fifthly, there was then an extraordinary effuſion of the 
holy Gholt upon the Apoſtles , Evangeliſts, and ſundry of the 
Elders and people : Hence there was no need of Univerſities 
nor Schools to teach Tongues and Arts, As 2. nor of ſtudy» 
ing for Sermons, nor uſing ſet Prayers or Pſalms ; for by the 
Spirit they then compoſed both, x Cor.14. no looking en Bi- 
bles ( Printing being not:then in uſe ) when the Paftour read 
or-preached ; no writing Sermons, &c. 

Sixthly, The Apoſtles had the care of all the Churches, 
and without diffcrence taught and baptized, and ordered mat- 
ters in all Churches where they came, 1 Cor.11.28, & 4. 17, 
& 16.1.& 7.11. ( to fay nothing of the Evanceliſts and Pro- 
phets ) .Now we may not, without preſumptuous tempting 
of. God , expe ſuch Officers, butmuſt be contented with 
ordinary Elders , amongſt whom ſo much of their power as 
God intended to be perpetuall, is divided. 

Seventhly , there were then ſome extraordinary occaſionall 
Preceptsand PraQtices, which binde not in ordinary ; as, fel- 
ling all togive to the poor , Aatih 19-21. having all things 
common, As 2.44 45. & 4-32,34,35. anointing the. fick 
with Oil; 7ames 5.14. which are Apithly imitated by the.Pas 
piſts, if not by.others.. | 

| Finally, 


alleadeed by our diſſenting Brethren, 

Finally, do bat publiſh a full Narrative of your Church. 
courſes and-praRices, and eſpecially of all which you count 
Eſentials, andprove them by Scripture ; and I ſhall freely, 
by the grace of God , either conſent with you , or ſhew rea- 
ſon of diſſenting, 


"= 


25. The Charch, or the Miniſters thereof , mu5t not be axvorer 
0 The like 
emo, I Pet.-4. and therefore the Miniſter muſt not per= words xe 


form a Miniſteriall aft to another Congregation, Adts 10.28, found, Anſiw. 
to 32 q. PII, 
15. Anſw to'g 


x Pet.5.1,2» 


The Text in Peter ſpeaketh not of the Church, or of Elders, be = P-7 6377 
more then any other man ; nor of medling with the affairs of _4y/ip, 


other Churches, but, Wirh other mens matters, or rather (as the 
word implicth)) other mens riches or poſſeſſions, whether 
Chriſtians or Heathens, Churckh-members or no : and not eve« 
ry medling with them, but fuch a medling as for which they 
ſuffered from the Heathens in thoſe days ; Let no man ſuffer as 
a buſie-bodie in other mens matters : and therefore it is of no 
moreſtrength againſt the power of a- Presbytery over parti- 


cular Congregations , then againſt the power of Parliament 


over other Courts of Judicature. The Inference ſuppoſeth, 
that the Flocks mentioned in thoſe two Texts were two par- 
ticular Congregations, which is impoſlible to be proved. 
Petey bids the Elders of Poytws, Galatia, &C. to feed the flock 
of God that is amoneſt them : therefore, ſay you, the Elders 
of one Church of Galaria , muſt not feed the people of ano- 
ther Church of Ge/atia, A communicant mult examine him- 
ſelf ; Will you thence infer that none elſe muſt examine him? 
The Theſſalonians were to know them that were over them, 


andlaboured amongſt them , and eſteem them very highly, in 


love, for their works ſake ; therefore they mult not hear, or 
at leaſt not eſteem highly for their works ſake, the Paſtours of 
other Congregations, 1 Theſ. 5.12, 13» Taking heed to the 


Hock and fecding it , doth include Adminiſtration of the 


Word, and prayer, as well as of Sacraments ; yet you hold he 
may, notwith{tanding this Text , preach and Pray in another 
people is 


Congregation, The relation of Miniſters 


E 2 malls 


\ 
k 


3 "Un Examination of ſundry Scriptures 


mutvall : If the people may receive the Sacrament. from! one. 
that is not their Miniſter, then the Miniſter may adminiſter it- 


to them that arenot of his Flock. By vertue of Communion 


of Churches, you may (you ſay) and you do receive knows aps. 


proved recommended members of another Charch,, to the holy 

Communion. If you may receive one, why not two, three, 

four, five, ſix, ſeven, cight, which, itmay be, are the whole 

Congregation ? Where doth the Scripture allow. the one, and 

Not the other 2. You grant, that ZE ders have a calling to ordain 
CR) RM, and Elacrs in other Churches , whereof themſelves are neither El- 
W.T.to 6.4. ders nor members, by requeſt of that Church where the Elcers 
p48.  aretobeordained (k).. 


This is buta 26, Gi 4 = : | St 
a4 14+ nn Gifted men not called unto the Miniſtery, nor intended for it, 


from Anſw. : | 
wy = cution which aroſe about Steven, Were not Church-O fficers, at 


73.and T.W. leaſt not all of them, yet theſt men aid preach the Word , — 
toWY.K.p44 and Philip, Which was but a Deacon , preached, Withour- the 
& 56. Calling or privity of the ApeSiles, As 11cIg. & 8.14. 


Anfopcrs This Text cannot be underitood generally of: all chat were 


ſcattered : your ſelves explain it of men, not- of women, 


1 Cor. 14, of gifted men, and called to that work by the 
Church, and not of ungifted and uncalled men : yet the 
words, in their indefinite latitude, will prove as well the 
preaching of ungifted and uncailed men, as others: Queſtion. 
lefſe there were Flders amongſt them ; it may be the ſeventy 
| Diſciples were not quite out of Commiſlion : certainly Phil: 
wasamoneſt them, who was anEvangelilt{whichOffice began 
upon that difperſion ) as well as a Deacon, As 21. & and 


did baptize ( which your {elves confeſle unotficed men.cannot - 


do )) as wel as preach. They wereall filled with the holy 
{ And the hand Ghoſt, AFs 2.4,10. & 4-31. (/) which made them DoRours 
of the Lord the firſt day , and gave them both ability and a call to ſpeak 
waswiththem, the Word ( which the Apoſtles counted their prinoipall 


o- 1% hag 4. work, and after it , Prayer and Admjviftration of the Sacre- 


Cm) Anſw. to ments, 1 Cor.1.17, Atts 6.4. (1) this therefore was an ex-- 


329:P-7%. tragrdinary Caſe 3 Yet that theſe &d IEnRnY Aly 
yauar'y 


may preach, They, that Were ſcattered abroad upon the perſc= 


= n 
$ 


, alleadged by our diſſenting Brethren. 


ufially to the Churches, like to Paftours, and-reccived majn- 
tenance for the ſame; as ſome do in Londen and cl{ewhere, is 


impoſlivle to be proved. 
2 


Wit, at leaſt to encourage the people to hearken to the Prieſts 
and Levites, 2 Chron.17,7,8,9- 45 Jehoſhaphat aid, 2 Chro. 


20,20, yea, and Was their mouth to Godin Prayer, verſe 2.5, 


ro 13. As We conceine ſoretthing in that, Propheſying, I. Cor. 
14. to beextraordinary > ſo We conceive jt, to be Ordinary, 
that ſome private men , grown Chriſtians of able gifts, Who 
91ay have received a gift of Propheſis need no more extraordi-- 
nary Calling. for then. to propbefic in the Charches , then for 


Jchoſhaphat ava: bis Princes to propheſic in the Church of 


Liradd, '-!-- +: | 
In the Charch of 1/#4e!, none beſides the Prieſts and Le- 


vites .did ordinarily propheſie, either in the Temple, or in the. 
Synagogues; unleſſe they were either furniſhed with extraor--- 


pinary gifts of: Prophecte, as the Prophets of 1/-ac/; or were 
{et apart and trained up to prepare for ſuch'a Calling , as the 


29 


7. Jchoſhaphat ſent Princes , Who Were neither Miniſters, 198 gee Any, 6 
intended ſo tobe , to trach With the Priefts and Levites 3 to 329. : 


Anſwer, 


ſonsof the Prophets 2 (») but fehofpaphar and his Princes (n)) Cor.Kezs, 
were neither Prophets , ner ſons of the Prophets., There is P-29- 


a vaſt difference between prophſying., and encouraging the 
people to hear the Pricſts and Levites. *- Had Jeho/haphar 
2a Warrant for what he did, or no? if he had, was it ording- 


ry, or extraordinary ?-1f either he had no Warrant, or an ex.. 


traordinary one, he is not to be imitated : if an ordinary War- 
rant., yOou,may produce it ; for all the Books of Scripture 


that were writ in his time , are extaiif, and nary Trore; Fe | 


hoſhaphat knew well the difference between matters of God, 


and the Kings matters, 2 Chron, 19.11, matters concerning - 


the King and Common-weelth, 3; . The Princes might (as 


Judges, Juſtices, &'c. nowdo Y texchrin the Cities... Do you - 
indeed hold , that the King may not onely preach himtelf, 
but alſo appoint others to preach: and teach, though the. 


Church donot call them ? If ſo, tell us (I pray you) page” : 
= Ok Es 7 : ” 


30 


C0.) Two 
Brethren wo 
AS. P.5 4+ 


An E x amination of ſundry Scriptures, &c. 
he may preach in the whole Nation, or onely in one particu. 
lar Congregation. Youtellusthat the Kings of 7«dah (being 
Types of Chriſt ; and not onely A but their very 
Land being'typicall, &c. ) might be invetted by God with 4 


the Goffel , [| may not I adde, or Subjefts ? | have 
any ground or warrant to claim from {o)). Thoſe in 1 Cor. 
14. had not an ordinary, but an extraordinary gift of Pro. 
phecie, and the gift of Tongues alſo ; yea, they compoſed 
Songs and Pſalms as the Spirit did thereunto move, enable and 
agthorize them ;'yet you hold not that a man, having attain- 


See Cot. Keyes, ed variety of Tongues, or a Poeticall vein, might then, or 
p-20. and M, NOW May in Churches exerciſe the gift of Tongues , and ſing 
Goodwin and ſclf-compoſed Songs or Plalms-; nor can you from hence 


- 


8 Js Epi= ſhew , that it is lawfull for unofficed men to-preach in an or. 


dinary courſe, and to receive maintenance for the ſame, 


Reader, other Witneſſes are come in, 
and more may come in : while thou 
art reading theſe, I ſhall hear them. 
Their teſtimonies ( as Scouts ſhall 

bring tidings ) ſhall be concealed or 
publiſhed. | | 


ax ue power in matters of Religion, then Kings and Magiſtrates 
#18 


